
CCCDP Updated Materials
Name: Jackie Mohan

Position: Adjunct Professor

Department: Department of English

Course name and number: ENGL 110C: English Composition

Report of Changes Made
This past semester, and really this past academic year, has forced me to grow as a

teacher in many different ways, not the least of which is in incorporating more culturally
competent, diversity-focused, and antiracist pedagogies. Although I’m looking forward to
moving past some of the changes from this year, I am very much excited that the CCCDP gave
me the opportunity to continue forth my work in multicultural and antiracist teaching practices
and curriculum going forward.  In addition to the updated materials on my syllabus, primarily a
Diversity & Antiracism Statement and a Statement on Linguistic Diversity & Inclusion, I
restructured all three of the major assignments for my ENGL 110C class and drafted new
scaffolded materials for each, including readings,
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both in prior semesters) to a concentration on

allowing students to examine their unique, multifaceted identities.  Although students are telling
the audience the story of their identity, in a way, for me personally, this calls back to the very first
essay I ever taught in my first semester of teaching five years ago: the exploratory essay.  The
purpose of this new assignment is to provide students with a space to explore and explain the
different parts that make up who they are and tell the story of what it’s like to be them.  For my
BIPOC and marginalized students, I hope that this assignment sets the stage for this course in
establishing a safe space for them to be themselves. More specifically, I want all of my students
to consider how their identity intersects with language. The resources, readings, and low-stakes
assignments help prepare them to write this essay by exploring unconscious (or conscious)
biases in our society, both of others and their own. This primes them to the kind of critical
thinking and interrogative skills that I hope they will apply to their next essays, as well as beyond
the classroom.

Second, students will complete a Cultural Critique (Rhetorical Analysis) Essay, in which
they identify a particular text and break down what the message of that text represents about
American culture.  I was happy to have the chance to pilot a version of this assignment in my
Spring 2021 course.  Initially, many students were worried that they wouldn’t do the assignment
“correctly,” but all of them composed wonderful, thoughtful an n r, butttt



assignment in the way that I know they can.  To begin the unit, we will focus on Black Language,
including the legitimacy and misconceptions commonly propagated about it, and examine
resources that illustrate these ideas, as students will later do in their own essays.  I hope that
this enables students to see how they can truly begin to challenge the world around them
through their writing.

Lastly, the Call for Change (Argumentative Research) Essay completes the semester by
urging students not only to identify and critique an issue that they see in the world around them,
but to research and offer possible solutions that could help alleviate or even ameliorate that
issue.  I’ve always had my students write an argumentative research paper to end the course,

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fkIgyeJAlP2CXR94OawGvRxGEcUOy_Zc8RC3r4VlFko/edit?usp=sharing


facets of your identity and how they intersect with the surrounding society based
on power, privilege, and connections to different communities.

Cultural Critique (Rhetorical Analysis) Essay Assignment Sheet

Abbreviated Prompt/Description from Assignment Sheet: A rhetorical
analysis breaks down one, specific text and analyzes how its different parts work
together and to what effect.  In this second major assignment, you will conduct a
rhetorical analysis of a text (speech or written document, essay, or article) of your
choice from within the last ten years.  Choose a text that you believe is culturally
representative of and relevant to America today--a text that you think says
something about the society in which you live.

Call for Action (Argumentative Research) Essay Assignment Sheet

Abbreviated Prompt/Description from Assignment Sheet: An argumentative
research essay supports an arguable stance with outside sources.  In this third
and last major assignment, you will highlight what you see as a major issue in
American society and offer possible solutim䈀oim䈀nut༕ᄇ耀
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them” by Vernā Myers (18 min)
- Video: TEDWomen 2016: “The urgency of intersectionality” by Kimberlé

Crenshaw (18 min)
- Podcast: Scene on Radio, episode: “How Race Was Made (Seeing White, Part

2),” published March 1, 2017 (28 min), available on Spotify and Apple Podcasts

New Low-Stakes Activities/Assignments:

- Freewrite, 150 words minimum, 5 Studio WB points, in your Studio WB
under Week --: As we discussed, there are a lot of different terms that refer to
different dialects and languages, especially Black Language/Black
English/AAE/AAVE/Ebonics and White Mainstream English/Standard American
English/General American English.  Which terms have you heard used?  Which
do you personally prefer and why?  (Bonus point: what is a language/dialect you
would like to learn more about?)

- Vote as a class then watch/read the source; 15 min - In small groups, discuss
and be prepared to share: What did you think about this source?  How did it
challenge or reinforce your ways of thinking?  List three main ideas you got out
of experiencing this source (particularly related to language and identity).; Groups
share one by one, continuing into class discussion, then a chance to start on
another source for the 110C homework.

- “We” voice exercise, 150 words minimum, 5 Studio WB points, in your
Studio WB under Week --: In this essay, you are exploring your unique
experiences, but those are experiences that others can relate to.  Focusing on
part of your identity and the common experiences of that wider community, try
writing about your experiences using a “we,” or first-person plural, voice.

Scaffolding for the Cultural Critique Essay
New Lesson: Rhetoric & Black Language Google Slides, with additional low-stakes
assignments between lecture slides.

New Readings & Resources:

- Video: “3 ways to speak English” by Jamila Lyiscott” (4 ½ minutes)
- Article: “How Respectability Politics Stifle Black Self Expression” by Shannon

Rodgers (approx. 10 min read)
- Video: TEDxEmory: “The Significance of Linguistic Profiling” by John Baugh (18

½ min)
- The Language & Life Project video: Talking Black in America (57 min)
- Any other videos from The Language & Life Project (mostly specific to North

Carolina)
- Video - Jubilee’s Middleground series on YouTube: “Are We Allies?  Black

Americans vs. Asian Americans” (w/ COVID-19 context) (20 min)

https://www.ted.com/talks/verna_myers_how_to_overcome_our_biases_walk_boldly_toward_them
https://www.ted.com/talks/kimberle_crenshaw_the_urgency_of_intersectionality
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- Podcast: Code Switch, episode: “Saving A Language Y
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Theresa Avila (approx. 12 min read)
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ENGL 110C: English Composition
Syllabus for Fall 2021

CRN #-----, days and times, face-to-face class on campus

Course Basics
Instructor Info

Name: Jackie Mohan

Office Hours: TBA, and I’ll also be answering emails during this time.  You can access
Office Hours on Blackboard.

E-mail: jmohan@odu.edu

- Weekdays 9:00am-4:00pm, I will do my best to be responsive to emails.  If you want the
most immediate response, email during office hours. Plan ahead and accordingly for
questions about assignments (for example, don’t email Friday at 5:00pm about an
assignment due on Sunday).

- Include your name, class, and group name (if relevant) in your emails.  Do not include
your UIN unless I request it.

- For questions, first refer to the syllabus, schedule, assignment sheets, and, when
appropriate, group members.

Course Description
ENGL 110C Course Description: 3 Credits. The principal objective of the course is to prepare
students to be effective writers of the kinds of compositions they will be called on to produce
during their college careers. By the end of the course, students should be more mature in their
understanding and use of language, should develop efficient writing processes, and should
know and demonstrate the qualities of effective composition in a given rhetorical situation and
should be able to demonstrate those qualities in their own writing. Prerequisites: A passing
grade on the Writing Sample Placement Test.

Writing Success Placement Tool (WSPT):

ALL students are required to successfully complete the WSPT before being admitted to English
110C. Instructors should explain to students that if they have not taken the WSPT, they will be
administratively dropped from English 110C and will not receive credit for the course. Please
visit the Writing Placement and Support website for further information about the placement
process.

/englishdept/general-education/writing-placement


https://sites.wp.odu.edu/writing/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18kYR08GobeVypTOKTI22FDxx-VFpPVlfHvlet8NeowQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18kYR08GobeVypTOKTI22FDxx-VFpPVlfHvlet8NeowQ/edit?usp=sharing




favorite/bookmark or add the folder to your My Drive (see Google Drive
Basic Instructions).  We will go over how to use Google Drive in class.

c. We will use Blackboard to:

i. Submit final drafts of the three major assignments.

ii. Keep track of all grades (Weekly Composition Workbook grades, Weekly
Attendance grades, and major assignment grades).

iii. Ask/answer questions about the course and assignments on the
Discussion Board.

iv. Access the Zoom class meetings, office hours, and past class recordings.

3. Use the Schedule (on Blackboard) to see an overview of what we’re covering each
week.

4. Throughout the semester, you will progress as a writer by completing three major
assignments.  These will be completed individuallygek e�.N䌷ise dut we mpl e⠒倀r
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/life/support/student-outreach


Conferences

You will have two individual conferences with me during the semester over Zoom (the
conference sign up sheet, provided in class, will have the link).  We will have specific
goals to discuss at each conference, and this is also a good time to ask any questions or
address any concerns that you have about your progress in the class. Missing a
conference constitutes an absence. Though you may choose to reschedule the
meeting to discuss any concerns, you will not be able to redeem attendance points.

Composition Workbook (Comp WB)
Think of the Composition Workbook as a log or archive of all of your daily assignments.  Graded
on completeness and adherence to prompt and instructions, these are typically worth 5-10
points each, specified in class.  Points-wise, each Comp WB assignment is worth a relatively
small amount of points, but
all amouh

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IblxPO_7W7_SfXdtILCPKYVy92jx13wUENcNKB47yYE/edit?usp=sharing


groups throughout the semester.  You will also complete weekly in-class assignments
reading/listening to texts that correspond to the course material and collaborating to
explore related questions.  Groups will be introduced the first week of class.  Group
information is linked on Blackboard.

Major Assignments
Major assignments are worth a greater amount of points than each individual Composition
Workbook assignment.  They require more thought, time, effort, and planning.  All three major
assignments are structured on a double-deadline system. Look at the second deadline as a
grace period for unforeseen struggles and emergencies. There is no point penalty for
submitting at the second deadline.

If you submit by the first deadline, I will grade your assignment within two weeks and provide
r trline d.
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For each major assignment, there are Basic Requirements that ensure you adhere to the
prompt and then there is a stipulated amount of labor for each grade; if you complete the
basic requirements for the assignment and the amount of labor for a certain grade, you are
guaranteed to earn that grade.  If you are between labor requirements for grades, your grade i ur grade ithranҰran䌂 ea youÅ熗圀 you�摘
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Grade Breakdown

Assignment Points

Attendance

● See details for earning full attendance points under Attendance above.

● You get three absences free of penalty; to build this into the grading,
the total possible attendance points at the end of the semester is
calculated out of  140 instead of 150 (representing 14 weeks instead of
the actual 15 weeks in the semester).

● By department policy, once students accrue 7 absences, they
automatically earn a failing grade for the course.

10 pts/week (-1
week for the 3
free absences)

=

140 points

Composition Workbook (Comp WB)

● Includes all assignments given daily in class, as well as any homework.

● At the end of the semester, I will build in forgiveness so that you can miss
10 points worth of  Comp WB assignments without pen�r k

●
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Blackboard should provide you with a calculated estimated total of your grade, but if you are
unsure or want to double check it, feel free to email me at any point and I can give you an
estimation of your total grade in the course.

On final grades: Although Blackboard runs on a numerical grade system, final course grades,
as they are entered and officially appear on Leo, are letter grades.  Instructors are required
to submit final course grades within 48 hours of the university-assigned final exam time, even if
final work is due before then.  It can take a couple of business days for these grades to roll
through the system; when they do, they will appear only on Leo--not Blackboard.  See the ODU
Spring Exam Schedule here for the university-assigned final exam time for each class.

Grading Scale
Your letter grade is determined by the percentage calculated from your points earned divided by
the total points possible (see above point breakdown). You can calculate a rough estimation of
your grade as it stands at any time, or email me and I will be happy to send you an estimation.
Note that a C, not C-, is the lowest passing grade for this class.

A = 100-94%; A- = 93-90%; B+ = 89-87%; B = 86=83%; B- = 82-80%; C+ = 79-77%, C =
76-73%; C- = 72-70%; D+ = 69-67%, D = 66-63%; D- = 62-60%; F = 59% or below

Policies and Resources
110C Mandatory Attendance Policy
Look at Attendance under Assignments above for complete information on attendance,
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Expectations for Coursework and Communication
To successfully participate in and process the course material, you should do your best to
minimize distractions while you read or work on assignments.  Give your full attention to the
material at hand.  All of your work should reflect thought, effort, and, above all, your own
thougༀ
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and accepting of all other students as well.  If you ever have concerns or experience anything
that makes you feel uncomfortable, please feel free to talk to me.

Diversity & Antiracism Statement: I believe that the most productive and accurate definition of
“racist” is not a noun referring to a person but an adjective describing an idea, statement, or
policy that perpetuates the oppression and marginalization of racial groups.  Anyone can make
a racist statement without identifying as a racist, especially entrenched in a white supremacist
society.  I define “antiracist” as describing an idea, statement, or policy that brings awareness to
and seeks to dismantle the current hegemonic power structures that perpetuate racial
oppression and marginalization.  In this cbcu
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ODU Writing Center
The Old Dominion University Writing Center offers free appointments to all currently enrolled
students. Students may seek help with their writing projects for a variety of courses and meet
with a consultant to discuss anything from brainstorming to learning how to proofread their own
work.

Appointments are approximately 45-minutes. WC graduate student consultants work with
individual students or groups. We offer real time online video appointments and asynchronous
video feedback appointments.

The Writing Center's services will be virtual for Spring 2021. All appointments should be made
online via our website: https://www.odu.edu/al/centers/writing-center. If any questions arise,
please email us at writingcenter@odu.edu.

Links to Class Resources

Technology Resources

Google Drive Basic Instructions (including video tutorials)

Essay-Writing Resources

Body Paragraph Idea Generator for Essays (when you’re stuck on any essay,
any class)

Bank of Basic Transition Words & Phrases

Short Sample Essay with Topic Sentences and Transitions

MLA Format Resources

MLA Format Example and How-To Guide, including a Fix-It Guide & Tips at the
end

How To Insert Captions and Images in MLA Format

Research Incorporation Resources

Info on Quotes, Paraphrasing, and Useful Sentence Templates

Research Incorporation Special Circumstances Q&A

/al/centers/writing-center
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18kYR08GobeVypTOKTI22FDxx-VFpPVlfHvlet8NeowQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17AjtRK0oP88U38q-O2PL-y5gMfq3Z0cqzfjd0QGr_dg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13HPJ60KbeCCQWM8FzVpvuMXupAUfs29f/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1T4qbZpIumnDrqRi4c2vy0aoCfdLUifKnijDPXTipATE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OuOGYc5AYzEyalUAVHnEpRPGUY1AMmon_tN10rl4G0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jn_s5mBlHCyWM8sOtM8J0g9MCPzMANRwMj6nro_uIHk/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oRHCTX1IYh6FwY5gPwWAALxYWIgzA_eW/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dwma6qZxj52lD0wcfFMXeJ3QDLHh2YKflyuP2MJEiPA/edit?usp=sharing


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bM5ryNLVx4wEcT8oOtf62QdkHbnu5Av0/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ihsPAKtBW2vZ-9RQdyx-G2yCwgrmqP1vn61tiBg-TLg/edit?usp=sharing


instructor shows signs of COVID-19 infection and needs to quarantine or isolate, class will be
immediately moved online for a minimum of 14 days. Instruction will continue online until the
quarantine/isolation period has ended and/or conditions warrant a return to in-person
instruction.

Your best action, as a Monarch, is to protect your peers! If in doubt, immediately isolate
and report symptoms of COVID-19.


