ol = ol A —

. 7‘:‘5::- Nl B N ‘:‘I
P o irmmawm ol |

-

NASr~ ~
ACCREDITED

The Commission on Peer
Review & Accredit b




MPASTUDENHANDBOOK

Table of Contents

I MPA Program OVEIVIEW ........cccueiiiiiieieeiesiieiesieesiee e ssessteasessessseasessesstesssessesssesssessesssesssees 3
Masterof PublicAdministrationMiSSION StateMeENL............c..uvvvviiiiiiiiiiieieeee e 3....
OUINVAIUEBS...... ettt s e e e e e e e e e e et et ettt etbba e e s e e e e e eeaaeeeeeenannnen 3

1. Curriculum & Program ReqUITEMENTS........ccuoiiiiiiie ettt 3
(@70 =101 U [ ¢ o] 1] 0] o o HO PP PPPPUPPPPPTRS CHT
=T ot 1)V PPPPPPPPPPRPRY SEPPR
Recommende@oUrse SEQUENCE..........uuuuuuiiiie et e e e eeeeee e ettt s s e e e e e e e e aeeeeeeeereenanns 4.
I 18 ST =T (0 A O (=T | PP PPPTRTRR 5.
Trainingin Responsibl€onductdf RESEarch............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e 5.....
D=0 == AT 0] USSP Dierrnnnns

1 S Tor oo - U] T oSSR 5
The Spore Scholars Endowed Scholarship.............coooiiiiiiiiiiii s 5.....
The Wolfgang Pindur Endowed Scholarship in Applied Research..............ccccevviiinnnees 5.

IV.  Department & UNIVErsity PONCIES.........cccoiiiiiiiieiieiiee st 6
(@] o1 1] 81U F= T a [ 2o 1o Y/ SRR B.........
0 A1 T [
P o= To (=T 0] Te OF=1 =T o [0 F- TP PR AR
Student Responsibility for Catalog InformatiQn.............cccccoeeeeeiiiieieceiiiceee e 1....

V. oz Lo (=] o g [Tl LY (=T | ) USSR 7
[ F= 1o =T 1 o SRR B

AVOIAING PIAGIATISIL. ...ttt e ettt e e e e bbbt e e e e nb b e e e e e ansbe e e e e e anbaeeeeeanrneeeeeas 891c....e..



l. MPA: Program Overview

Master of Public Administration Mission Statement
Ourmissionin theMPA programis to developprofessionalsvith theknowledge skills, andabilities
to leadandadvanceublic servicein adiverse multi-sectoralenvironment. Wexpectourgraduates
to becapable otritical problem solving, effective communication, skillfieiplementation opolicy
and programs, and ethical application of management and leadership concepts. The MPA program
serves the region, state, and nation; supports public administration and public service, and advances
knowledge through applied and scholarly research.

Our Values
We embracadiversityin all dimensionspromotinga moreequitablesocietyandgenerating
new ideas to meet current and future societal needs.
We welcomeall studentndlpubl, >>Tj0.23 0 Td [(s)-1 (t)-2 (ude)4 (nt)-2 ()4 (nv Tc 0004 Tcuw -32



Electives
Students may take elective courses in a number of different areas related to public administration.

Studentsnay chooséo focustheir electivecoursesn specificareassuch as those listed below, or


https://www.odu.edu/public-service/academics/mpa/focus-areas

Transfer of Credit

Upon therecommendationf theMPA Graduaté’rogramDirector,studentsnaytransferup to 12
credithours of approved gradudéyel courseworkrom a regionallyaccreditednstitution.

Coursework must be beyond the undergraduate degree and may not come from a completed
degree programTransfer of credit must meet specific criteria and university guidelines for

course validation. Students interested in transferring credits from a previous institution or
incomplete degree program should contact the MPA Graduate Program Director and be prepared



IV. Department & University Policies
Continuance Policy
To qualify for continuing towards graduation, students must achieve a minimum grade point
average 08.0 in Graduate level coursdsailure to meet this requirement will result in the
student being placed on probation, as per the university graduate policy. Studefai twho


https://www.odu.edu/academics/academic-records/holds

Students should register as soon as the system allows. Overtafedi coursesreonly

provided by instructopermissiorattheirown discretion. Don’t ‘overbook’ your schedule — only
register for the classes you plantake.

A guide on howo registeris available on the odu.edvebsite Advisors cannotegisterfor you;

you must log in to your Midas student portal and access Leo Online in order to enroll in classes.

Graduate Student Enrollment
Regular full-time graduate enrollment is 3 classes per Fall and Spring semester. If you work more

than30 hourgerweekand/or have additionaésponsibilitiesyoumaywishto take 12 classes
per semester. Keep in mind that our program consists of regular reading, writing, and research
assignments, and is more tinméensive than most undergraduate programs.

Graduate students mustenrolledin atleast4 creditsin a givensemesteto beeligible for most
financial aid, including federal loans. For MPA students, this equates to at least 2 courses per
semester, asach course iworth 3 credits.

Summerenroliment does naiffectparttime/full-time studenstatus However,students should
be aware that summer courses are offered in three sessions: Session 1, lasting the first half;
Session 2, lasting the second half; and Session 3, lasting the full Summer semester.

Academic Calendar

Take note of the add/drop deadline for any semester in which you have enrolled in classes.
Students must withdraw from a course by this deadline in order to receive a tuition refund.
Students who do not withdraw from this deadlivik not receive dull refund and will have av’
listed ontheirtranscript.improperor unofficial withdrawalcouldresultin an‘F’ being listed on
the student’s transcript.

Student Responsibility for Catalog Information: “Studentsareheldindividually
responsible for the information contained in the Undergraduate and Graduate C&&ilogs
to read and comply with University regulations will not exempt students from whatever
penalties they may incur.”

V.  Academic Integrity
Thefollowing behaviors alongith classroondisruptionsviolatethis policy, corrupthe
educational process, and will not be tolerated.
Cheating Usingunauthorizedssistancenaterials studyaids,or otherinformationin any
academic exercise
PlagiarismUsing someonelse'danguageideas,or other originamaterial without
acknowledging its source in any academic exercise.
Fabrication Inven (c)4 (or)3 (n412 60.96 04 Tc 0.004 w 2.63 0 T-6 (al)16 (at)-6 (er)-1 (i)-6 (n)-4 (g)]TJ 0"






Original Work Policy
Thepurpose ofhis policy is to promoteclarity andgeneraunderstanding aboutultiple useof

work in student papers, term projects, examinations, and other Wqriper prepared and
submitted to meet a requirement for one course cannot be used, in whole or substantial part, to
meet a requirement in another cour&me possible exception is when students make full
disclosure ofinintended secondr multiple useto the instructoin thelatter


https://www.odu.edu/library



https://www.linkedin.com/company/old-dominion-university-master-of-public-administration/

School of Public Service Student Association
The SPS Student Association was established to increase connection among cohorts and encourage

networking with fellow students. This student-led organization offers professional development,
leadershipandcommunityengagemenpportunities. Everandmeetinginvitationswill be sentto all
students on a regular basis.

Master of Public Administration Advisory Board
The MPA Advisory Board consists of members who practice public administration in our

communities across the city, state, and nation. Many members of the Advisory Board are ODU alumni
who have connections the public private,andnonprofitsectorsMembersoffer mentoring,
networking, and guest speaking experiences for MPA students.

University Resource Guide

Bookstore: https://www.bkstr.com/olddominionstore/home
Canvas: canvas.odu.edu
Career Development Center: https://www.odu.edu/career-
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https://www.bkstr.com/olddominionstore/home
https://www.odu.edu/career-services
https://www.odu.edu/business
https://www.odu.edu/counseling-services
https://olddominion.campusdish.com/
https://www.odu.edu/accessibility
https://www.odu.edu/admission/proficiency
https://www.odu.edu/finaidoffice
https://www.odu.edu/admission/graduate
https://www.odu.edu/housing
https://www.odu.edu/information-technology-services
https://www.odu.edu/admission/international
https://www.odu.edu/international
https://ww1.odu.edu/ts/software-services/leoonline
https://www.odu.edu/life/support/wgec/lgbt
https://www.odu.edu/military-connection
https://www.odu.edu/oir
https://www.odu.edu/recreation-wellness
https://www.odu.edu/leadership-learning/service
https://ww1.odu.edu/academics/student-computing/student-email
https://www.odu.edu/student-engagement-traditions
https://www.odu.edu/life/dean-students/student-outreach
https://www.odu.edu/parkingservices
https://www.odu.edu/tuition
https://www.odu.edu/library
https://www.odu.edu/life/support/wgec



https://www.odu.edu/about/monarchcitizenship/student-conduct/code
http://odu.edu/sps
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