
This time of year, we are reminded of how grateful we are for the potential 
we hold to change the world through unparalleled research and innovative 
teaching and learning, all thanks to your support.

May this holiday season bring joy, hope, peace and prosperity to you and your 
family.

Stephanie G. Adams, Ph.D.
Dean, Batten College of Engineering and Technology
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http://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1361-6463/aa678a
http://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/1.4993710
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqoD2UxjJg0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9rToFRg6i4
http://www.odu.edu/ece/news/2017/11/dr_gray_wins_best_pa
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Appearing relaxed in a comfortable chair 
as she addressed the audience of faculty, 
students, community leaders and guests, 
American anthropologist and former 
director of the Smithsonian National 
Museum of African Art, Johnnetta B. Cole, 
Ph.D., combined inspiration, passion and 
humor while delivering a message of 
diversity and inclusion at Old Dominion 
University. 

After a formal reception in Broderick 
Dining Commons, rather than a standard 
speech, Cole sat with Stephanie 
Adams, dean of the Batten College of 
Engineering and Technology, for a casual, 
“Oprah-style” conversation. Among 
several key points, Cole stressed the 
importance of understanding the role 
bias plays in impeding the growth and 
success of women and people of color – 
particularly in math and science �elds. 

“When we understand that bias, mitigate 
against it and begin to bring increasing 
numbers of women and people of color 
into engineering, we are doing one of 
the most important things that can be 
done to contribute to greater diversity,” 
Cole said.

Earlier that day, following a meeting with 
the Batten College of Engineering and 
Technology leadership team, Cole met 

with ODU provost and vice 
president for academic 

a�airs, Austin Agho, 
who shared an 
unexpected 
connection with 
the legendary 
educator. 

“When most people ask me, ‘where are 
you from’ and I tell them Africa or Nigeria, 
the conversation normally ends there,” 
Agho said while introducing Cole. “But 
she [Cole] asked me where I was from ‘in’ 


